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Secretary- Miss H. Burgess 312210 
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Meetings held in the Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, © 
Lydiard St. Sth. first Friday of 
each month at 8 p.m. 


MEETING: 6th October: NEP: G. Sitch- Pea-flowering Plants. 


MEETING: 3rd November: Dr. F. Harrap- "Raven Mad'- 
Bird Watching in 3 Continents. 


EXCURSION: 8th October: Enfield Forest Block. Leaving 
; : Crockers Corner at 9.30 a.m. 


EXCURSION: 5th November: Mt. Beckworth, Clunes Swamps- 
Leader G. Binns. Full day excursion. 


W_V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT Annual Meeting - SNAKE VALLEY 


(F.N.C. of Ballarat, Hosts) October 20,21,22nd 1978. 
Please ask any committee member, for information required. 


NOVEMBER 18-19 th Barmah Forest Camp-Out. 
ECOLOGY OF THE MELIPUAGA HONEYEATERS . 
Mr. Boyd Whykes is a Ph.D. student at Monash Univer- 
sity, helped in his study of the family of the Meliphagidae 
Honeyeaters, Lichenostomus Genus, by a grant from the 


Fisheries and Wildlife Division. 


At our September meeting Mr. Whykes told us about 
many facets of his work. Honeyeaters are very prolific in 


Australia, feeding on insects, spiders, lerps,, scales 

and nectar. The species for the study are White~eared 
Honeyeater (Lichenostomus leucotis); Yellow~-faced Honey- . 
eater (L. chrysops); White-plumed. Honeyeater (Greenie)‘ ~ 
(L. penicillata); Yellow-tufted iioneyeater (L. melanops); 
Helmeted lHoneyeater (a: eegeildels)) 5 and one other- fuscous 
(L. fuscus). 


The three areas chosen for the study are- 

1. "Yallingbo" in the Dandenongs, where White-eared 
Honeyeaters and Bell-miners (Bellbird- Manorina 
melanophrys) abound. The rarer Helmeted Honeyeater ais 
also found in this FE originally coming to Victoria: 
from Queensland. 

2. "Brisbane Ranges" National Park has a large number of 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters, well catered for with the 
blossoms from Eucalyptus ovata and E. viminalis. Other 
Eucalypts here are E. SE CoE ORY LOM E. polyanthemos and 
E. leucoxyion. 

3. Tarnagulla, near Bendigo’ is the third area of study. 
Mostly dry open country here, with five or more 
species of Eucalypts, and Honeyeaters form 80% of the 

' bird population. 


Mr. Whykes described the methods used in counting 
the birds, and catching food for them while they are 
being held for research. The birds are measured and 
weighed, checked for wing, body, beak and claw lengths. 
Some are banded before release. After some slides of 


Honeyeaters were shown, Mr. P. Fry moved a vote of thanks , 


which was carried with ERE OR 
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NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER: Mr. Ken Hammond has been 
appointed to the Committee, to fill a vacancy CEES! by 
the death of the late Mrs. S. Bedggood. ~ 
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BRISBANE RANGES EXCURSION 


On Sunday 10th September about 6 cars set off from 
Ballarat to visit the Brisbane Ranges. We drifted along 
the Geelong Rd., viewing lovely patches of Hardenbergia 
violacea on the roadside, and observing the road alter- 
ations. We called at Meredith P.0. where we were treated 
to a lovely cup of tea and scones, supplied by Mrs. Fink, 
many thanks. : 


After this little stop we went on to Steiglitz. The 
bush was really beautiful with a variety of Acacias. We 
noted A. myrtifolia, Hedge A. armata, Gold Dust A. 
acinacea, A. bracocombe, Prickly Moses A. verticillata, 
Sallow A. longifolia, Golden A. pycnantha and others. The 
dying grass trees are very prominent in this area, a 
result of the Cinnamon fungus. 


While in Steiglitz we had a wander around the old 
township, visited the Court House which has been well 
preserved and has quite good information to offer. 


We walked along the creek, led by Lindsay Fink, to 
view orchids. After crossing the creek, we were faced 
with a surprise, a Red-bellied Black Snake lying beside 
our path. We all had to pass i¢ and although it appeared 
peaceful for a time, it flattened its neck and looked a 
little agitated at us all viewing it. Eventually it 
moved slowly out of view. In this area we found Twining 
sundews, Blue orchids Caladenia, Clematis, Mosquito 
orchids, Green Hoods, Tetratheca and many other plants 
not yet flowering. : 


We drove on towards Durdidwarrah to a very nice 
picnic spot called "The Pines". Here the Acacias were 
also beautiful. After lunch we drove to another place 
to take a walk to a ferny gully, observing the growth on 
the roadside. Here we noted Billy buttons, Guinea flower 
(Hibbertia aspera), LIsopogon Conebush, Correa reflexa, 
Golden Grevillea chrysophaea, Tetratheca, Grevillea 
rosmarifolia, Banksia marginata and some beautiful sprays 
of Love~creeper Comesperma volubile, and others. 
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Eventually we set off on this long but beautiful 
bush walk to the ferny gully, wit:ich was quite spectac- 
ular. The ferns did look a little dry, because of the 
dry season and frostbite. On this walk we observed 
Nodding green-hoods, Maroon—hoods, blue and pink Caladenia. 
The birds observed were Yellow-faced ifoneyeater, Mistle- 
toe Birds, Scarlet Robin, Yellow Robin, Tree Creeper, 
Crimson Rosella and a Wedge Tailed Eagle flying high IOS 
It was really a very interesting and enjoyable day, the 


weather was perfect. Thanks to Lindsay Fink. 
K. Williamson. 


ee eee ee 


A SHORT HISTORY OF STEIGLITZ. 


Steiglitz, an early mining settlement in the 
Brisbane Ranges, is named after the Von Stieglitz family, 
early pioneers of the area. (Note the spelling - can be 
used both ways and means Gold Finch). Frederick and 
four brothers migrated from Ireland about 1834, there 
their father had settled from Bohemia about 1783. 


They first settled near St. Helens in Tasmania but’ 
about 1853 leased the area from Ballan to Meredith for 
sheep runs. Gold, in 1851, was found near Clunes, © 
Ballarat and Buninyong and shortly after-wards traces of 
gold were found near Steigiitz. Much of the gold was 
found to be in reef structures and required crushing to 
be freed. In 1855 near New Chum Bridge 7 cwt. of quartz 
was crushed to yield 50 ozs. of gold. The establishment 
of crushing batteries soon ensured survival of the field. 


Provision merchants were soon established and by 
May 1856 with a population of about 1000 - 750 ozs. of 
gold per week was being won. Many reefs were opened up- 
the deepest shaft then being 220 ft, later to more than 
hoo ft. -— and the gold yielded was sometimes as high as 
30 ozs. per ton of quartz, Bad characters resulted in 
a Sargeant, two police officers and a police EYRE TERE 


being appointed. 


Early in 1858 four church schools were open but it 
hb became obvious gold recovery was falling - 650 miners 


were producing under 600 ozs. of gold per week. 


Due to the high cost of battery crushing ~ £3 to 
£6 per ton - Chilean Mill Crushers, being cheaper to 
operate, were soon operating, thus prolonging the life 
of the field. The average gold yield was about 7 ozs. 
per ton compared with Gordon 24 ozs. per ton, Mt. 
Egerton 13 ozs. per ton and Ballarat 1 oz. per ton. By 
mid 1859, with claim and reef Amalgamation, bigger 
companies with much larger capital were taking over. 
Alluvial mining along Sutherlands creek was well 
established by this time. 


Steiglitz Borough, in 1866, was established, 
Meredith Shire in 1872, and in 1881 Borough and Shire 
amalgamated as Meredith Shire. Mining gradually faded 
so that by 1876, 445 men with machinery, stampers, - 
batteries etc., valued at £21,000 were mining gold, but 
by 1879, 200 men with £14,000 machinery were operating. 
By 1894 the field had recovered a bit, about 2000 on the 
field being well catered for by various societies, banks, 
churches, stores etc. 


On Black Thursday in 1896, great fires caused much 
damage from which the township never recovered. By 
early 1904 the population had fallen to about 150,and 
only 30 miners licences were issued from 1896 to 1930. 
The last mine closed in 1941. 


Firewood and grazing were the later occupations 
until today tourists have rediscovered the area and the 
National Parks Service has provided much information on 
the area and named the streets of the old town. 

Pp. Fry. 
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MT. ERIP EXCURSION. 


“A very interesting half day was spent at Mt. Lrip 
for the. second September excursion, led by P. Fry. An 
interesting stop along the way was the Memorial stone 
erected to the memory of the Smythesdale bank manager 


who was killed by bushrangers. Another place of 
historical interest was the coach crossing at the 

Woady Yoloak Creek, Peter pointed out the remains of the 
oid footbridge where the coach passengers crossed, and 
so eased the burden of the straining horses. Tnis area 
is very beautiful, the ideal spot for a picnic. There 
are lots of birds to be seen, and enough plant life to 
keep the botanist happy. Afternoon tea was taken and 
then a quick visit to Devil's Kitchen to try and spot 
the nest of t':e Peregrine Falcons. The birds were 
observed flying from the cliff face but did not return 
whilst our party was there. A most enjoyable afternoon 
was spent by the 17 members who made the trip. Thanks 
must go to Peter Fry for a very informative commentary, 


he obviously knows the history of this area. 


Birds sighted for the day - Blue Wren, EKastern 
Rosella, Crimson Rosella, flock of Black-capped Sittellas, 
Striated Pardalote; Scarlet Robin, Flame Robin, White— 
plumed iloneyeater, Yellow-winged iloneyeater, Wagtail, 
Brown Thornbill, Yellow-tailed Thornbilil, Aus. Raven, 
Brown Falcon, Pallid Cuckoo, Fantailed Cuckoo, Rufous 
Whistler (female), Grey Thrush, Grey Fantail, Kookaburra, 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike, White-throated Tree Creeper, 
Welcome Swallow, Magpie, Magpie Lark, White-necked Heron. 
The carcase of what appeared to be a Brown Goshawk was 
seen. 

Plants- Acacias melanoxylon, armata, pycnantha, 
retinoides, acinacea. Peach Heath, Stackhousia, 
Leucopogon (Beard Heath), Pultenaea gunnii, Tree Violet, 
Caladenia carnea, Long Leaf Bitter Pea, Candle Bark, Red 
Iron Bark, River Red Gum, Mistletoe, Casuarina Sheoak, 
Bittoralis, Red Stringy Bark (E. macrorhyncha). 

K,. Hammond. 
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BIRD WATCHING IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. 


The number of species of land and fresh water birds 
that can be seen on any one of the larger islands in the 
Solomons is not very great - around the 100 mark. This 
was certainly the case in Guadalcanal where my wife and 
I have recently been on holiday. 


Despite logging and agriculture, quite a substantial 


part of the island is still covered by rainforest and 


many of the birds of interest live in or on the fringe of 
the "jungle", There is a wide range of fruit doves and 
pigeons, of flycatchers and allied species and a number 
of other birds :such as hornbill, pheasant coucal and some 
parrots in this category. = ¥ 


Birds of prey are few in number and include a red and 
white sea eagle, Sanford's eagle, rufous breasted hawk and 
crested hawk. Though the crested hawk occurs in E. 
Australia from about Sydney northwards in rain forest 
areas, I had not seen it before - it has nearly displaced 
the black shouldered kite as my favourite bird of prey. 


The lorikeets and parrots in the palm plantations on.the 


edge of the rainforest did not seem to be wary of the ° 


crested hawk but the appearance of an oriental hobby 


caused a burst of activity as mobs of red, red and Big ow 


and rainbow lorikeets scurried for safety. 


Strange how things work out. I S@ilel onc of the 


Islanders, who often accompanied me in the rainforest, 
how it was possible. to attract the Masked Pitta, a black 


|The next day he attracted a Pitta to within a few. feet TE 


and moss green jewel of a bird, by imitating its call. 


him for, he said, some few minutes. My closest view was 


as a bird, that had been drinking at the edge of a OSSy 


stream, dashed off back into the gloom of the forest. 


Perhaps his imitation was better than mine. 


Many memorable sights and not only of birds ~ black 


and white butterflies up to 25 cm in span, large brown 


freshwater prawns with orange knuckles, a hornbill and a. . 
coucal sitting on the same branch, the brilliant colour- © 


ing of the lorikeets and some o1 the fruit doves, a 
brown snake with a rusty orange stripe and anotier black 


and brown snake that I nearly trod on at the waters edge. - 
The highlights would I think be a stunning emerald green 
and scarlet breasted robin, and the reef fish and large 


blue starfish, the translucent blue timped coral, and 


other corals the colour of heather or fluorescent 
custard, sea urchins as big as footballs. 


As for the friendliness and charm of the islanders 
and their bamboo walled babana leaf roofed houses - 
just as memorable. Altogether a splendid holiday. I did 
not manage to get far into the more mountainous rain- 
forest, but who needs an excuse to go again? 
F. Harrap. 


FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB OF BALLARAT 
GUIDELINES FOR CLUB ACTIVITIES. 


Visitors and intending members are welcome to attend our 
excursions, but are asked to remember that the club's 
aim is to protect native flora and fauna, as weil as 
studying them. 


Attention is drawn to the regulations of the Forests 
Commission and other Government bepartments prohibiting 
the picking of wildflowers, unless a licence is held 
(obtainable from the Forests Commission). The picking 
of orchids is completely forbidden. 


Children are most welcome to attend as our future lies — 
with our younger members. 


Those engaged in birdwatching should keep behind the 
leader. If the leader holds up his hand, they should 
keep quite still and silent -- then move up quietly 
when he indicates. 


Children are the responsibility of the adults who 
accompany them. 


When travelling in convoy, drivers are asked to keep a 
safe distance between cars and to keep both the car 
ahead and the car behind in sight. Make sure you can 
recognise them. If the car behind stops, you are asked 
to stop also; this will halt the convoy. The driver 
may be in difficulties, or have missed a turnoff, or 
may have found something of particular interest. 


At a major deviation, each driver must ensure that the 
vehicle next in the convoy is following. 


